5th Year Technology 

Knowing that I was one of the few students in the country to take this new subject at Leaving Cert level seemed slightly daunting.  As the year moved on, however, I felt more at ease with the syllabus and the topics which had to be covered.  The highlight of the year was when the draft project was issued, as I had no idea what to expect.  At first, I was taken aback by how broad the brief was – design a device that will save energy.  Trying to narrow this brief down required huge patience and thought.  I focused on a typical domestic scene; the house, the car etc.  As I was combing the house one apparatus in particular caught my attention, the immersion heater.  It is a device that can be turned on and easily forgotten about.  I decided to focus on this fact, eventually concluding that a run-back timer would be the optimum solution.


Armed with this idea in mind, I turned my attention to how the device would be operated using the PIC training board.  One can easily be put off by the apparent complexity of this device, however, once basic groundwork is covered using the user friendly instruction booklet, designing a programme that would operate a run-back timer was child’s play.  It looks like the PIC board technology is perfectly suited to the new leaving cert syllabus.  When working to a tight time schedule, it saves huge amounts of time.  If it were necessary to sit down and design and build a circuit from scratch that would carry out the operation, which I wanted it to do, there would be very little time left for the finishing of the project.  That is of course, if the circuit worked first time after being built, which never happens.  The range of tasks that the board can carry out is astounding.  There seems to be no limit to what it can do!  


We started manufacture of the project on the 21st of January and it was completed on the 6th of May.  Although this was only a sample brief, it gave us a good idea of what to expect for next year.  We also completed the accompanying folder to approximately Leaving Cert standard, which will hopefully ease the burden next year!
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